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INTERVIEW 


talks to KMT about 
matters on the Giza Plateau 


KMT Over the past three or four 
years there has been a great deal of 
controversy in the media concerning 
the Great Sphinx. It seems to have 
started when the monuments age 
was challenged by American John 
Anthony West and his colleague, 
Robert Schoch, a Boston University 
geologist, who stated that the Sphinx 
was carved from the bedrock of the 
Giza Plateau in about 10500 B.C. 
More recent focus has been on so- 
called secret passages and chambers 
that allegedly have been found be- 
neath the Sphinx. Would you please 
comment on these claims and tell 
KMT readers about current work un- 
derway in the Sphinx area? 


HAWASS Yes, this earlier controver- 
sy centered around the assertion 
made by Schoch and his mentor 
West that the Sphinx can be dated to 
some 10000 B.C. and so was built 
long before Khafre’s reign, which is 
the traditional dating for the creation 
of this monument. However, accord- 
ing to several geologists who have 
considered the matter, including Lal 
Gouri who worked at the Sphinx for 
two seasons, the monument is not 
that old — although, of course, the 
mother-stone of the area certainly is. 
The limestone in the area of the 
Sphinx is of variable quality and very 
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much exposed, which is why it is so 
badly weathered. Some of these is- 
sues have been covered in KMT al- 
ready, and Mark Lehner and I wrote 
an article about them in Archaeology 
in 1994 [September/October, 45-47, 
and relevant discussions on 41-44] in 
which we dealt with the different 
weathering patterns and their rele- 
vance to the dating of the Sphinx. 

About the passages: It seems 
everyone is now talking about so- 
called secret passages and chambers 
under the Sphinx which contain hid- 
den mysteries and the knowledge of 
a “Lost Civilization.” There is noth- 
ing like that! There are, indeed, three 
known passageways located in and 
around the Sphinx. The first is be- 
hind the head and was found in the 
1830s by [Richard] Vyse [an early 
explorer of the Giza Plateau, along 
with John Perring], who unfortu- 
nately used dynamite to see what 
was there. He found this space 
empty. Anyone who reads his publi- 
cation can know about it, the 
Sphinx-head passage. 

The second passageway is 
under the haunches, lying near the 
base of the tail. An old man who 
worked for the Antiquities Service 
knew of it from his grandfather. Vyse 
also knew about it, mentioning it in 
one line in his book. This hole opens 





onto a shaft that goes inside the 
Sphinx body for about nine meters 
[approximately. thirty feet], turning 
to the right and to the left and end- 
ing. The only thing there was a pair 
of old shoes, probably of Nineteenth 
Century date. This shaft had likely 
been used in the Twenty-sixth Dy- 
nasty for burials, based on some evi- 
dence found. Even in the Late Period 
the Sphinx had a reputation for 
being amazing and magical. 

The third passage was found 
in 1926 by [Émile] Baraize. It is lo- 
cated in the middle of the north side 
of the Sphinx. Baraize discovered it 
when he was making repairs to the 
monument, and there is a photo- 
graph of his workmen clearing out 
the tunnel. Again, it was empty! All 
those persons who are saying that 
there are secret tunnels and rooms 
under the Sphinx should read Bar- 
aize’s reports: if he had found some- 
thing, wouldn't he have published it? 
I try to keep an open mind when in- 
vestigating, but evidence is evidence. 


KMT Various newspaper articles in 
Europe and North America have stat- 
ed in recent months that Graham 
Hancock, author of Fingerprints of 
the Gods, and his colleague, Robert 
Bauval, who wrote The Orion Mys- 
tery, have found evidence of a room 
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under the paw of the Sphinx during a 
recent survey funded by the Schor 
Foundation. Is this true? 


HAWASS No, it is not. There abso- 
lutely is no chamber under the paw 
of the Sphinx. Hancock and Bauval 
are now pursuing the beliefs of Edgar 
Cayce, who years ago wrote that at 
the end of the Twentieth Century a 
“Hall of Records” would be found in 
the Sphinx, which would contain his- 
torical documents and esoteric wis- 
dom from the lost civilization of At- 
lantis. There is no evidence for any 
kind of chamber under the Sphinx 
paw, as shown by many tests run in 
the area by different scientists. 


KMT These controversies aside, what 
can you tell us about your own re- 
cent work around the Sphinx, and 
the restoration work that’s been 
done? 


HAWASS We have reopened the 
north tunnel I mentioned, to take a 
sampling and to see the condition of 
the rock, so as to better understand 
the geology of the area. Baraize was 
right: there is nothing inside. We 
have also investigated the area in 





front of the Sphinx — where it is said 
all the hidden knowledge is. Mark 
Lehner and I examined the [Thut- 
mose IV] stela and the areas between 
the Sphinx’s paws and immediately in 
front of them. We even excavated a 
bit. The stela is definitely a stela, not 
a secret door, as has been stated. The 
stone might have come from an re- 
used door or slab originally in Khaf- 
re’s Valley Temple, however. Maybe 
this is why some people have said it’s 
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a secret door. We also found several 
stone tools — pounders and ham- 
mer-stones, among others — that had 
been used to carve the Sphinx, and 
its temple in this front area. 

Really, all the evidence 
points to the Sphinx having been 
made during the pharaonic period. 
The Stanford Research Institute has 
helped us with the work there. We 
wanted to be careful and non-de- 
structively examine the areas in ques- 
tion, and the people from Stanford 
helped in this regard. They used so- 
nar, radar and drilled for small cores; 
and they found that the area in front 
of the Sphinx is solid, although the 
stone is not of a very good quality. 

The Sphinx is a very fragile 
monument and must be examined 
and restored with great care. All the 
people who truly 
care for it should 
work harmoniously 
together and accept 
the proofs of what is 
really there, even if > 
these are not the an- 
swers they personal- 
ly want. There just is 
no proof, no evi- 
dence to contradict 


the theory that the Sphinx was made 
in the Old Kingdom. Even the plan of 
the Sphinx Temple is similar to that 
of Khafre’s Valley Temple. 


KMT You’ve been accused by several 
persons in the press of stopping them 
from working at the Sphinx. Have 
you done this, and if you have, for 
what reason or reasons? 


HAWASS People accuse me of many 


things. But what must first be under- 
stood is that I do not personally de- 
cide who works at the Sphinx, and 
anywhere else in Egypt. It is the Per- 
manent Committee of the Supreme 
Council for Antiquities that decides 
which applicant gets which conces- 
sion, or any at all. If people have a 
problem with what they think I have 
said or done regarding their desires 
to work at the Sphinx, they should 
come and speak directly to me about 
itand not accuse me of things with- 
out first understanding how things 
are with the Antiquities system here 
in Egypt. All of us who work for the 
Supreme Council for Antiquities are 
only guardians of the monuments of 
this country. And these monuments 
are not only a heritage of Egypt, but 
of the world. 


Zahi Hawass inspects an 
opening in the side of the 
Sphinx which leads to a 
shaft that penetrates about 
thirty feet inside the monu- 
ment and then deadends. 


KMT How does the Per- 
manent Committee de- 
cide who is given per- 
mission to work at the 
monument sites, and 
who makes up the Committee? 


HAWASS The Permanent Commit- 
tee is made up of twenty-two scholars 
in different fields. These are persons 
who are involved in the study of 
Pharaonic, Coptic and Islamic antiq- 
uities of all kinds, as well as engi- 
neers, geologists, architects and his- 
torians. As a group they give permis- 
sion to reputable scholars with prop- 
er degrees who are attached to a bona 
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fide institution to do scientific work 
in Egypt. Especially since 1983, when 
this became the law. It is not one per- 
son who can accept or reject a pro- 
posed project, but only a majority of 
the Committee makes these determi- 


nations. 

Also, the Committee some- 
times looks for projects that fulfill 
important needs. For example, now 


proposed a theory which he wanted 
to investigate. But the Committee 
now feels it was a mistake to allow 
him access to the Sphinx. No, he is 
not connected with any institution, 
and he is not trained as an Egyptolo- 
gist; but he did bring people with 
him who are properly trained in their 
special fields, like geology. West has 
lots of theories, but very little evi- 


ments were built by the ancient peo- 
ple of Egypt, not by any strangers 
from outer space! We have found the 
stone and metal tools which were 
used to build the monuments of the 
Giza Plateau; we have found the 
houses where these builders lived, 
and the homes of the priests who 
cared for them, and the places where 
they prepared food and ate; and we 





special attention is being paid to pro- 

posals for restoring and conserving 

the monuments, as so many are re- 

quiring this kind of work. The Com- 

mittee does not play favorites, it 
lonks for.schalars,wisb worthy.ora-. _ 
so does not believe that the 
its of Egypt should be used 
ronemitherore nan fai thou arent 
st bidder. If scholars give decided it has 


ut theirs 


dence to support these. It is fine to 
study Egyptology and then have the- 
ories that might be tested. But West 
has no Egyptological background, 
and to test his theories about a mon- 


have even found the tombs where 
they are buried. 


KMT What are your responses to the 


ing and full knowledge of the ancient 
civilization is not good for that mon- 
lhe Permanent Committee 







claims that the pyramids were not, in 


facto builthy the ancient Femnesaner=ss=~~- -~- 
jects. Ita 
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HAWASS This is mostly said about 
the Great Pyramid. These people do ` 
to the highe 


made a mistake in 


not to believe that it was built by and 


y lectures abo 
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part of an entire funerary complex. In 
fact Khufu’s name has been found on 


the causeway which led to the pyra- 
mid, in formal hieroglyphs. We have 
even found evidence of a ramp on the 
south side of Khufus pyramid, which 


their sheer size that makes it difficult 
to believe that they were put up by 
human beings without modern tech- 
nology? But then, look at all the 
other huge ancient monuments — 
not just in Egypt, but throughout the 


During recent clearances to 
bedrock around the base of the 
Pyramid of Menkaure, an un- 
finished dyad statue was dis- 
covered (left and below), which 
had begun to be carved from 
one of the granite casing stones 
which once covered the pyra- 
mids lower courses. For what- 
ever reason the sculpture was 
abandoned, possibly because it 
cracked through its middle. Al- 
though it is uninscribed, it has 
been attributed by its Egyptian 
excavators to the Ramesside pe- 
riod, based on style, and may 
represent Rameses II and a god 
(Re-Atum?). If so, it would be 
the first evidence of that kings 
presence on the Giza Plateau. 





news should have been announced in 
Egypt, with the permission of the 
Supreme Council for Antiquities; 

and, secondly, the factual information 
should have been presented rather 
than sheer speculation. By making a 
media circus, Gattenberg not only vi- 
olated the terms of his contract with 
the German Institute, but he also 
broke faith with the rest of the inves- 
tigating team. For now the humidly 
problem has temporarily been re- 
solved, but any project of further in- 
vestigating this curious “doorway” is 
currently on hold. The Great Pyramid 
is still a German concession, and 
whenever Dr. Stadelman has the per- 
sonnel, finances and technology to 
further pursue the interior conserva- 
tion, we will, inshallah. 


KMT Could you tell us about the 
work you are personally doing on the 
Giza Plateau these days? 


themselves and the skeletons which 
they contained. The National Re- 
search Center is assisting us and to 
date the people there have examined 
some 600 skeletons belonging to the 
pyramid workmen. They have found 
the average age at death of these indi- 
viduals was between thirty and thir- 
ty-five years, an average for most 
peasants and laborers in antiquity. 
The very interesting thing that has 
been found is that there were proba- 
bly physicians at the pyramids build- 
ing sites, who would immediately 
take care of any workers injured in 
accidents. Some of the skeletons 
showed injuries to hands and legs. 
Splints had been used to set breaks, 
and one unfortunate man had to have 
one of his legs amputated — al- 
though he seems to have lived for 
fourteen years after this amputation! 
These studies tell us a lot about the 


health of the workmen,..asovell as, camas 


We are doing other work in 
the pyramids area, especially to find 
the location of building ramps. We 
have found that Khufu's was on the 
south side of his pyramid, and so was 
that of Menkaure. Khafre’s ramp 
seems to have been on the east, but 
we are still investigating it. 


KMT Was it during ramp investiga- 
tions at Menkaure’s pyramid that you 
came upon the Rameses II granite 
dyad that was reported in KMTs 
“Nile Currents”? 


HAWASS Absolutely! It was won- 
derful. We found the statue and near 
it some tools, as well as a lot of gran- 
ite powder and chips that resulted 
from the statue’s manufacture. 
We are also working in the 
area to the west of the Great Pyra- 
mid, investigating tombs dating from 
Dynasty IV taVJIL, We have found, o nun 


the tombs of viziers, of wab priests 
and other priests. So far we have 
found sixty-five tombs that do not 
seem to have been noted previously. 


about the medical profession at that 
time. They also emphasize the point 
that all of these monuments here on 
the Plateau were built by persons 


HAWASS 1 have been continuing my 
excavations of the tombs of the 
workmen who built the pyramids. 


We have studied both the tombs 
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who were real and suffered in life. 


We found the tomb and a 


In recent months, excavators under the direction of 
Zahi Hawass have been clearing to bedrock around 
the base of the Pyramid of Menkaure on the Giza 
Plateau, in hopes of discovering that king's boat pits, 
as well as evidence of the monument's building ramp. 
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beautiful basalt statue of a dwarf 
named Perniankhw, whose title is 
“Who pleases His Majesty everyday.” 
Perhaps he was a court jester. Artisti- 
cally, his statue can be dated to the 
reign of Khafre. 

Also we found another tomb 
which I like to call the “Nefertari of 
Giza,” because it is so beautifully 
decorated. It [the offering chapel] is 
very small, but like a jewel. It be- 
longs to a man named Kai, or Ka- 
puniswtkay, who was a priest of [the 
mortuary cult of] Khufu. Besides its 
decoration, it is also a very interest- 
ing tomb because at the entrance is a 
biographical inscription with a sec- 
tion that says: “It is the tombmakers, 
the draftsmen, the craftsmen, the 
sculptors who made my tomb. I gave 
them beer and bread. I caused them 
to make an oath that they were satis- 
fied.” This is a unique statement, as 
far as I know, an actual reference to 
the workmen and the contract for the 
building of a tomb. 

This Tomb of Kai has beauti- 
ful scenes of this man and a lady em- 
bracing, as well as other fine carvings 
in raised relief. Behind the false door 
we found a marvelous painted- lime- 
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stone statue depicting Kai sitting on a 
chair, with his daughter seated on the 
ground next to his left leg, and his 
son standing to his right side. This 
tomb is my favorite at Giza. It is so 
incredible to find such a text, and 
such beautiful reliefs and a statue all 
belonging to this priest of Khufu. 


KMT Can you share with us your fu- 
ture plans for excavating on the 
Plateau? 


HAWASS This spring we will con- 
tinue work excavating around the 
base of the Third Pyramid, the Pyra- 
mid of Menkaure. The work there 
has been divided into three phases. 
The first phase has been excavating 
in hopes of finding Menkaure’s boat 
pits on the west side of the pyramid, 
the only one on the Plateau for which 
no boat pits have been discovered 
so far. We want to determine if this 
was deliberate, and to look for evi- 
dence that, in fact, boat pits do exist. 
We have already checked the west 
side [of the pyramid] and found no 
boats there. 

The second phase is to look 
for the building ramp. We have un- 


View of the West- 
ern Cemetery at 
Giza, where SCA 
excavators directed 
by Zahi Hawass re- 
cently unearthed 
the previously un- 
recorded Tomb of 
Kai, a Sixth Dy- 
nasty priest of the 
mortuary cult of 
King Khufu of the 
Fourth Dynasty. A 
protective wooden 
door (visible at 
right of center) has 
been placed over 
the entrance to 
Kai’ well-decorat- 
ed offering chapel. 


covered a portion of it on the pyra- 
mid’s south side, and we want to pur- 
sue this, because Khafre’s ramp was 
also on the south side of his pyramid. 





se 


“The Nefertari of Giza” is how Plateau Di- 
rector Zahi Hawass characterizes the re- 
cently discovered Tomb of Kai in the Great 
Western Cemetery. Dating to the Sixth Dy- 
nasty, its owner, Kai (above) was a priest in 
the mortuary cult of King Khufu. The mod- 
estly sized mastabas offering chapel is 
small but beautifully decorated with paint- 
ed raised-reliefs, as seen opposite in a vi- 
gnette of Kai and his wife. 
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The third and final phase is 
the conservation plan, which we have 
already started parts of. As is well- 
known, Menkaure’s pyramid was fac- 
ed with at least sixteen courses of red 
granite. One of the main projects of 
the conservation plan is to map all of 
the fallen granite blocks lying on the 
southern and western sides of the 
pyramid, and then to make a photo- 
grammetric map of the pyramid's 
faces. Eventually we want to put all 
of the fallen blocks of stone back 
onto the surface of the pyramid, in 
their original position if possible: re- 
construction by anastolysis. 

We are also planning to close 
Menkaures pyramid to the public for 
a year. In fact, I hope to close each 
pyramid [in turn] for a year. The 
problem on the Plateau is archaeolo- 
gy versus tourism, a difficult prob- 
lem. The more tourists who visit the 
insides of the pyramids and other 
monuments on the Plateau, the more 
damage is done to them. I personally 
feel that pyramids should be viewed 
only from the outside, as was the 
case in ancient times; but, of course, 
the tourists are understandably curi- 
ous about what is inside these great 
monuments. But visitors to Khufws 
pyramid have caused a ninety-five 
percent humidity level in the interi- 
or! Khafre’s humidity level reached 
eighty-five percent, which caused a 
block of stone to fall inside. That is 
why the interior of Khafres pyramid 
has been closed to tourists for a year. 
If we give every pyramid a rest from 
visitors for a year [every three years], 
that should help lengthen their life- 
span. 


KMT Was the interior humidity-level 
why you closed the Pyramid of Unas 
at Sakkara? 


HAWASS Precisely. Unas’s burial 
chamber contains the finest set of 
Pyramid Texts. These were suffering 
from increased humidity, so I had to 
close the pyramid down. Now people 
can visit the Pyramid of Teti, which 
also had Pyramid Texts in the burial 
chamber, although not so fine as 
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those of Unas. Now 
that we have op- 
ened Dahshur to 
the public, I am 
hoping that people 
will visit inside the 
Red Pyramid of 
Sneferu, instead of 
wanting to go in- 
side the Giza pyra- 
mids. 


KMT Is there other 
work planned on 
the Plateau for the 
near future? 


HAWASS Certain- 
ly. Again at Men- 
kaure, we want to 
reclear and reexam- 
ine the cemetery 
around the pyra- 
mid. [George] Reis- 
ner excavated the 
area [earlier this 
century] but never 
published his find- 
ings. When we 
have recleared it, 
we want to plan 
the tombs and copy 
their decoration for 
publication, and re- 
store whatever is 
possible. This is, of 
course, a very big 
project, and will 
take at least ten 
years to accom- 
plish. 

I am also planning to exca- 
vate further in front of the Valley 
Temple of Khafre, where we found 
the ramps and the tunnels under 
these. This area might have been a 
harbor for the pyramid complexes. 
The two ramps leading east from the 
entrance to the Valley Temple seem 
to lead to pylons, which would be the 
earliest examples of pylons known in 
Egyptian history. Further excavations 
at this site should shed some light on 
early temple-architecture, as well as 
answer some questions about what 
this area was used for. 


lapel of the 
at Giza is 
de i 1 raised re 
lief with a unique de- 
piction of the Sixth D 
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There are several hypotheses: 
that it is the Ra-sh, the mouth of the 
lake mentioned in the Abusir papyri: 
that it is the harbor to the Nile and 
the entrance to the Plateau; that it is 
the delivery area for the pyramids 
complex; that the tunnels were used 
for storing water used in purification 
rites — all kinds of things. 

It has also been suggested 
that the tunnels really are not tunnels 
at all, but symbolic boats, an elabo- 
rate metaphor in stone symbolizing 
the kings control over the northern 
and southern parts of Egypt by his 
use of boats. Whatever, we might just 
find the answer by excavating further, 


and this is what we are planning to 
do. 

And I also want to do some 
more work at the Sphinx. We are 
now planning to clear the north tun- 
nel of the Sphinx, the one that Bar- 
aize found, and that some people are 
saying leads to the “Hall of Records.” 
One opinion says we should not 
open this “Hall” if we find it, as it 
contains the secrets of lost civiliza- 
tions [which should remain secret]; 
and another viewpoint is that we 
should do so, so that the “true an- 
swers” to the mysteries of the uni- 
verse are revealed. And then some 
persons are saying that we have not 
looked for this “Hall of Records” be- 
cause we are afraid [of what we 
would find]. As I said earlier, when 
this tunnel was discovered and clear- 
ed in the 1920s, nothing of impor- 
tance was found at that time. Howev- 
er, inasmuch as we need to check on 
the interior of the Sphinx, and to 
take [rock] samples for testing, we 
might as well settle some of these 
claims at the same time; and, once 
this tunnel is cleared, people will fi- 
nally be convinced of the non-exis- 
tence of the so-called “Hall of Re- 
cords. As far as is now known, the 
tunnel does not date from Dynasty IV, 
but from the Late Period. 

We will continue, of course, 
our work of restoring the Sphinx, 
which has been ongoing since the 
late 1980s. 


KMT What about the Workmen's 
Cemetery? Is it safe to assume that 
you intend to continue excavating 
there? And what are your plans re- 
garding publication of your finds 
from that site? 


HAWASS Yes, I expect to continue 
working there. It is a unique site be- 
cause it tells us so much about the 
workers, technicians and craftsmen 
who built the pyramids of Giza. 

About publishing, I intend to 
do a scientific work on the excava- 
tions; but this takes a great deal of 
time, as a great deal of research goes 
into that kind of publication. 


However, I have already 
begun work on a popular book on 
the subject, which will be published 
by the American University in Cairo 
Press. It will be titled Giza Pyramids, 
Mysteries Revealed and in it 1 will dis- 
cuss the ten years of our excavations 
and what we have found. 1 want to 
explain what has been done in recent 
years on the Giza Plateau, and how it 
was accomplished. 1 want this book 
to reveal to the public all the finds in 
this area. 

I, and other Egyptologists, 
too, get accused of trying to hide 
things from the public; in this book 1 
will make everything [about the 
Plateau] known. 

I have also just finished four 
articles regarding the work done at 
the Workmen's Cemetery, and the 
final scholarly publication on the site 
should be out in approximately two 
years. This summer 1 will be working 
on another book while I am at 
UCLA, on the Tomb of Kai, the beau- 
tiful one in the Western Cemetery 
that I mentioned before. It will be 
published by the French and will be 
in color. I am really looking forward 
to working on that publication! 1 re- 
alize that publications do not always 
keep up with 
our excavations, 
themselves, but I 
try to make up 
for that with reg- 
ular announce- 
ments in the 
press of impor- 
tant finds, and 
by giving several 
lectures [on 
these] each year, 
worldwide. 


KMT How did you happen to get into 
the profession of Egyptology? 


HAWASS Hmm. Well, the truth is 
that, when I first went to university, I 
decided to study archaeology because 
you also had to study lots of lan- 
guages, as well. I was not very enthu- 
siastic about the subject at first, but, 
as I studied, I became more interest- 


ed. Then, in 1970, I was told to work 
at Kom Abu Bellu in the Delta, where 
I was associate director. 1 worked 
there until 1975, at which time I had 
become director of the site. 1 think it 
was during that time that I really fell 
in love with archaeology. There were 
always challenges, always problems 
to solve, objects needing rescuing, 
something amazing emerging from 
the soil. The site was amazing, with 
a little of everything: pharaonic, 
Greek, Roman. I learned a lot about 
excavating, a lot about the different 
periods, and learned to deal with the 
practical problems that come with 
managing a large archeological site. It 
was after that period [of excavation] 
that I became totally addicted and de- 
voted to archaeology. 


KMT When did you come to Giza? 


HAWASS In 1973 there was a theft 
in the Great Pyramids area. I was 
working as an inspector at Abu Sim- 
bel at that time and the Antiquities 
Organization asked me to work at 
Giza because it was felt that a strong 
person was needed here. So I was as- 
signed here after that, and then I left 
to go to the United States, where I 





did my Masters and Ph.D. at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. Some of the 
most useful things I learned there 
were about site management, some- 
thing I am very concerned with at 
Giza. I now teach it and practice it 
here in Egypt. I have been here at the 
Pyramids again since the late-1970s, 
and hope to remain here for a long 
time, in order to care for this most 
important site — and to see what the 
sands keep yielding up! 
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